A FPAITHFUL SAYTIHGH

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save simners; of whom I am chief.® I Timothy 1:15.

There is an art in brevity. Shakespeare said, "Brevity is the soul of wit.! Sophocles,
the great Greek writsr, said, ®A short saying oft contains much wisdom.” DPaul was a
master of brevily, and increasingly so as he approached the end of life.

Five times in the pastoral epistles (I Timothy 1:15, 3:1, 4:9; II Timothy 2:11 and
Titus 3:8) Paul wrote what he called "faithful sayings.” They were short and simple
in statement, but mighty in meaning. Our text is one of those brief, pithy sayings
which express great thoughts in few words ~——ons of those literary gems in which truth,
diffused elsewhere, finds crystallization. Great meaning and value are atbached to
such condensed expressions of truth.

the character of this saying is sketched and commended to the reader or hearer, Befors
it is ever stated it is described as being faithful and worthy of acceptance., I is
worthy of the acceptance of 211; the humble and the noble, the despised and the exalted,
the poor and the rich, the foolish and the wise —— everybody. It is a ganuline and
precious sayinmg, It is trustworthy. Tt has never deceived anybody who really believed
and trusted it. This saying is worthy of attention. PBecause it offers help where

men are most helpless, it should receive the attention of every person. The very fact
that "Christ Jesus came inbto the world to save sinmners? should inspire gratitude and
increase love, :

l. The Person %ho Cane.

#Christ Jesus came.” That Christ Jesus came inte the world” implied that He
existed somewhere before He came here. Christ Jesus, God's Anointed Son, the
supreme Person of all the ages, came. He is supreme in character, authority,
attitudes and accomplishments. There was never a persen like Him,neither before
He came nor since He arrived., He was tempted in all peints as we are, yet without
sin, Christ Jesus is the Son of God, the Saviour of mer and the only hope of the
world.,

IT. The Place Inte ¥Which He Came,

“Christ Jesus came into the world.” Christ did not come into the world as other
men did. He laid aside His infinite glory and entered this world through the lowly
door of Bethlshem's manger. He came into the world in fulfillment of God's eternal
plan and purpose. Before He laid the foundations of the world, the Father planned
that Christ should come. He had planned it as ecarefully as He planned creation.
Christ's coming was the outworking of God's eternal purpose and the fulfillment

of the Father's will,

“Christ Jesus came into the world” because God sent Him. "For God sent not his

Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be

saved” (John 3:17). *Wheén the fulness of time was come, Cod sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, that we might receive the adeption of sons®
(Galatians 4:4-5)., OConcerning His coming He said, "Lo, I come {in the velume of

the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7).

Christ Jesus came into the world as the Babe of Fethlehem. He "made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men: And being found in fashion as a men, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Philippians 2:7-3).
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He came to the earth where men are proud, conceited, selfish, envious and sinful.
He came to the place where men cheat, lie, fight, commit adultery, murder and
dilshonor God.

The Purpose For Whiech He Came.

It is regretiable that there is cenfusion in the minds of men regarding the purposs
of Christ's coming to earth. Some think that He came to set a beautiful example
for mankind. Others think that He came to teach the "Fatherhood of God and the
brotherhoed of man.® 3till others think that He came to refoerm people and to ra-
organize socisty along new and different lines. Thsre are some who think that He
came to proclaim wise and sound philosophies and high morsl ideals by which people
are to mold thelr Lives. DBut, there is no need teo spsculate or guess or argus
about "Why Christ came to Harth!™ There need not be any uncertainty about the
purpose of Christ's coming inlo the world, for 1% is atated asz plainly and clearly
as langnage can express it in our text: #Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners,” These plain and explicit words declare that it was His interest in
sinners that induced Him to come to earth. Christ did not come to upbraid, condemn
or punish sinners. He did nol come to reform them or merely to help them. Instead,
He came Lo save them fresly and fully. %hal a blessing! There is no other
comparable to it.

%He did not come to judge the world,
He did not come to blame:

He did not mersly come to teach:
It was to save He came.

And when we call Him Saviour
We call Him by His name.®

The Psople For ¥hom He Came.

¥Christ Jesus came into the world to save simners.” Thal implies that sin is a
reality. Sin is the most foul, hateful, hideous and loathesome thing in this world.
What is sin? "8in is the transgression of the law® (I John 3:4}. It is crossing
over the boundary between good and svil, Sin is missing the mark, or failure to
meet The divine standard. Sin is trespassing, or the intrusion of self-will

into the sphere of divine authority. ALl of us have broken God's law many times,
411 we like sheep have gone asbray; we have turned every ome to his own way; and
the Tord hath laid on him the inignity of us all" (Isaish 52:4},  "For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Homans 3:22). Sin is universal, ¥Fo
heart, home or society is free from it. Its effectis are terrible. Sin darkens
the understanding, defiles the consclence, ossifies the will, hardens the heart
and warps all the affections. Sin brings suffering and misery. Sin also causes
God to withhold His blessings. In speaking to His sinful pzople God said, "Your
iniguities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things
from you" {(Jeremiah 5:25). Sin in the life of individuals, or of nations, causes
God to withhold His wonderful blessings. #“The wages of sin is death,” neaning
eternal separatien from God. There is nothing as terrible as that.

In order to profit by the fact that YChrist Jesus came into the world Lo save
sinners,® we must understand how He accomplished this salvation for us. In brief,

‘it was by His death, He came to this earth primarily te die., 7"Hven as the Son

of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many® {(¥atthew 20:28). Everything He did and said was preparatory te
His death. He knew that His teachings would not keep anyone out of hell., Hen
had enjoyed excellent teaching before, but they had persisted in sin, Christ knew
that His example would not keep anyone out of hell;, for men had enjoyed wonderful
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examples before, bub they had persisted in sin. He knew that His miracles would
not keep anyone out of hell; for there had been mirvacles before, and men had per—
sisted in their folly. Thersfore, the Son of God came into the world te die in
order to save all whom God had given Him.

Christ's death on the cross was sacrificial, viearicus and substitutionary. He

took the sinner's place under the law, assumed his responsibilities, discharged
his debt to the law, and graciously satisfisd the demands of justice.

"There was no other good snough
to pay the price of gin.

He only could unlock the door of Heaven
and let us in.®

Christ came into the worlid to save simners from the penalty of sin, the power of
sin and the presence of sin. If you are not saved, it is not the fault of Cod
the Father, Christ the Son or the Holy Spirit, but it is sirictly your own fault,

"Christ Jesus came into the worid to save sinners.! Sinners cannet save themselves.
All men are truly simmers, but they are not equally sinners. They are all in the
mire of sin, bubt they have not 2ll sunk to an equal depth in it. OChrist will not
save any who refuse to receive Him as their Saviour but He will save freely, fully
and forever all who will come %o Him, acknowledge their sins and put their trust
in Him. If you have any desirs to obtain salvation, there is only one way to do
50, and that is through a personal faith or trust in Christ Who died on the cross
for you. If you would escape the consequerces of your sin, you musht receivs
Christ by faith. There 1s no salvation in &ny other, Unless you receive the
salvaticn which Christ purchased and provided, you will remain lest and never
enter heaven. Pul your trust in the Savieur H¥ho stoed before God with all your
sins upon Himself in order that youw might stand before God with none of your sins
upon yoursell.

¥her: the crew of the Sguwalus realized thay had taksn their lasst dive and that they
wepe lyving helplese at the botltom of the Atlantic Ocean, 240 feet below the surface,
they sent uwp smoke flares and a buoy. Would one of the sister ships find them,

and if so, could they be rescusd? Thelir help must come from above. In agonizing
silence they waited.

Soom after that fatal dive the submarine Sculpin seb oud in ssarch. Ths red
smudge was found, then the buoy. But twenty-four hours passed before actual
rescue work could be started. A glant ten-ton diving bell dipped and rose again
and again, each time taking several men alive from those awful depbhs, wtil al
thirty-three men who were alive in the submarine had been rescued.

When that hugh diving bell came down for ithe Sgualus crew, not one sailor refused
to be rescued, bub alil gladiy acceplted the way to safety. :

¥hen the Sculpin sent down the ten~ton diving bell, not one of the thirty-three
men said, *I will think it over,” or "There are hypocrites on the Sculpin, and I
do not want anything to do with them,? or *I will wail for 2 more convenient
season.” Hobt one of them said, "I am In good condition as I am," or ¥There is too
much to give up." Mot one of them said, "I am waiting for a friend,” or *I do not
understand the workings of the diving bell," or "Sometime I will," or "I den't
feel like being rescued,” or "Tomorrow I will ask to be rescued.’ Hot one of them
found fault with the Sculpin crew, as some find fault with the preacher. Not one
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of them said, "I can't hold out," or "Hext year will be soon enough,
and promptly. accepted the way to safety.

A3 gladly

Christ Jesus came into the world te save sinners." Therefore, He came to save
you. He is able Lo do that which He came to do. Purthermore, He is willing to
do the thing which He came to do. HMoreover, He 1z willing to do it right now.
Christ is here in saving power nrow, and is saying %o you who are not Christians,
"Him that cometh to we T will in no wise cast oub.” Receive Him as your personal
Saviour now and be saved. Then, while we sing, come forward to confess Him
publicly as your Saviour and to unibe with the church,

“For the Son of man is come to szek and to save that which was lostF® (Luke’l?:l@).



