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THE GLORIQUS GOSPEL -
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Thecording to
I Tim %%y 133,
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the glorious gospel of the blessed God, vhizh was scommitted to my trust.®

This gospel is the thame of the Hew Testament. Gospel is s word used much by Christ.
Paul mentioned it over and over. "I am not zghamed of the gospel of Chrelst: For if is

the powsr of God unbe salvabion to everyone that belileveth; to the Jew first, and also
to-the Oreek,.” "Wos is me if I preazch not the gospel.® Also our texb.

What is this ﬁ@ﬁ@** which is so prominent in the %ﬁriptu?es?- The gosnel is not the Bible,
Bibie is Word of God, but there is mmch din it that is nol the gospel. Gospel is nobt a
11 to repentancs, ar to smendment of one's ways, or to @romwse o do hebter In the
ture. These things sre right and proper in thelr place, bat they do not constiiute the
gospel. Gospel is not good advice to be oheyed, bubt it is good news %o be helieved. It
%ues not come te men to tell them to do anything, bubt it is that glorious message that
ellis us what God has done for us in order that wes vwho sre guilty simnersg,; may be SGVGQ-

%fter man had fallen into sin and broken fellouwshir with God, what ve call the gospel?

ia the QLLOTU to restore that fellowshin with Him. Cospel is ﬁhe plan offered by God
whereby men is offered the opporitunity of ret curning to P11 fe Ilowship with God, which
culminates in his safe arrival in heaven,; where he will live for sll eterniiy.

Gospel is a2 word of deep significonce and wide import. It means, as T presume oLl of yFou
know, “Good News® or "Glad Tidings.® The farcus Alfred Tennysen once zsked an sged woman, -
"What is the newsl™ She replied, "Why, ¥Mr. Tervyson, there is only one plece of news

that I know -- that 1s, Chrigt died for all mern." Mr. Tennyson remarked, "That is old
news, and gool news, snd nev news.” Thisg good news comes directly from uOd through His
Word. The best news thal was ever told is thaelt a Ssvious hss been provided for us. All
the zood nmews of the glorious gospel of Christ cen be surmed up on one matehlsas state-
menv: "Christ died for our sins.” This Is the only nevws for cur broken-hearted,; sinning,
suffering and dying humanity.

Gospel is net concerned with what man should do, for there is no good news in that for
g2 sinner; but it is concernsd with what Jod has done already. The zogpel is God's good
news for sinmers. It is the annouvncement of the fact that He ha oyovﬂée“ rizhtecusnass

for unrightecus.men, It l1s called %good news® beceuse o those mko are under the curss
of 1$QuAﬁd sin it carries the megsage that they sre to gebt ocut from under the curse of
death, Jesus came and paid the debt by Tis death on h@ cross. Trhat sadisfied the
penalty which God was foreed to pub on men becsuses of his sin.

The Comtent of This Gospel,

It is centered aboul 2 Person.  Fe ig nons other than the lord Jesus Christ. The revelation
of Hs person and His accomnlished work zre the contents of the aaane}s With the exception
of Christisnity, a1l relizions spesk of salvation by charascter or by conduet,  They hold
out the hope of earning salvation by merit of one kind or snother, Bub salwetiom by con-
duct or by works is the dociripe of the devil, no malter by whom nor wheve i1 is preached.
Salwation is not a maller of werit on the part of the receiver, bubt it is sntirely =
matter of grace on the part of the Glver, Salwetion is not partly of grace and partly of
works: it is 2ll of grace and none of works:  Map rmst sccept It as 2 gift from God; '
othervise, he will never rsceive it, This iz Illustrated im & statement by Dr. Alewanderis
Maeleren, the grest preascher of Edinburgh. Not eeﬂg oeaore hig desth his associste
minigber, Mr, Gustart; vietied him and inguired, "What sre you doimg, brother?® Where-
uwpon Dr, Maclaren replied, "T'11 221 you what I am Gaiﬂgs brothers T em sethering 211
my prayers, all my ssrmons, all my good deeds, and 211 my evil deeds; and T am going o
throw them 211 cverbroad and swim to glory on the plank of free grace.” Menis only hope
of salvatlion is in the marvelous zrace of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is wondsrful news

to heay and Lo kunew that God has done for ue vwhal we could never do for curselves.



To opan vy this great text in 81l its Jengih snd breadih would bs an sppropriste exercise
for the loftiest intellect and the most sp:ritaal goul. The gospel has to do with facts,
not theories, nor speculations, por guesses, bul solid, substantial, estseblished inescap-

able =nd wmmistable Taets. They are three in nusber,

Christ disd for onr sins.

That certainly is good news, for all of us have gimned. God says we are sinmers and
when we deny the fact we givée the lie to God. Bubt the zospel tells us that Christ
hag borne our sinsg In our stead. "Clhrist died for our sins.¥ Jesus @a;d our dabh,
all the debbt we owe., Although "sin had left a orimson stain, Fe washed it white as

snow . ¥

The great message of the gospe

o

vel is summed up in the cross. Cospsl gives us not merely
a great personality, or great ideas of truth; or a EOJty‘ex.FGBQ of living, bub =
great act, & sublime God-comceived and God-executed Lransastion, nanely, the death of
Christ on the eross for the ging of the worid., God was in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself,

At the oross the history of bumen gulll culminated; the purpeses of divine love bescanme

1mye¢¢Loible, the wysteries of provhecy were unravelled, the malesty of the divine
law was vindleated, snd the grest problem of human redemptzon was solved. THe died

for all ... that they which live should not henceforth live umbto themselves, bul unte
Him Who died for them snd rose sgain.” Note that i1t says "Christ died for our sins,.®
No men preaches the gospel, no matter what nice things ha may say shoutb ?esub if he

leaves oub the vicarious death on Galvary's crosg. The very first messsge of the

zospel 1g the shory of the vicariocus atonement of Christ. There is no gosge? is His

vicarious death is 1lseft out, and there is no othsr way vhereby man san be saved then
through the death of the blessed snd spotless Son of God.

When Pzul referred to "the zlorious gospel of the blessed God,” he incldentally gave
us one of the keynotes of his marvelous 1life snd his wonderful ministry. To him the
osmel which he preached was the most glorious fact in a3l history. He gloried in
T%e aross e was not afraid te proclsim his gospel to snybody. Fow he loved to duwell
vpon the good news sbout Chr ist! To him it covered the whole range of man's ngeds it

forgave the pasit; 1t snsbled the present, snd it provided for the futurs.

Christ was buried.

 "For T delivered unto vou first of 21) that which T also receiwed, how thet Christ dled

for our sins sccording to the seriptures; And that He was burisd; snd that He srose
again the third dsy esccording to the scriptures.® There came 2 day vhen the sun went
down at noondsy and 21l seid, "He is dead.” It was a terrible day. There was ths mob,
the scourge, bthe dripping blood, the volces, the lightning; the earthguske, the dice,
the veil rent in the Temple; and the riech manm geing to the governor and asking for

the dead body. Then Joseph came, and Nicodemus with the spices; and His body was placed
away in the tomb snd some women saw where they placed Fim., The throne of thelir beloved

had disappesred in s tomb, Wis kingdom had shrunk o the narrow dimensions of a ETEVE .,

His regel robes had become & shroud. Fis only reign had been sin hours of torturs on
the bloody cross.

A1 night long Friday, a1l dav long Saturday, and wnbil early on Sunday morning, His
body was in the tomb., Tt was sesled with the king'!s seal. Joldiers were placed theve
to guard the grave. Bul esrly on Sunday morning, when the angels of the Tord came down,
the soldisrs fell sway, and the sesl was broken, and the stone was relieé away fr om

the towb. Christ arose, Taid sside the grave clotheg, and walked cut of the tomb,
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st, & living Iord, =and a living Ting, trivaphant over desth and the grave,
ent down through the azes the blessed sssurance that uba grave is not our
resurrection of Jequs‘us the whole slphabel of humsn hops, the certificate
's mission from hesven, and an indispensable part of the gospel in sll
v e arose Christ resumed Fis power, recovered His challenged rights,re-
waning influence and ressserted ¥ls seored grendeur

There is ao%hLﬁg in these fects Lo cause us sheme. I unhesitstingly take wuy stand

anytime and anywhers believing in His supernabural birth, F 3 absclute deity, His

vicarious shonement, His bodily resnﬂrecu¢¢“; and Fis versonal reburn. 4nd with Paul,
b

T sk nothing more than to know HEis will snd to do thet will ffi%h“ﬁ‘lw When I Survey
the wondrous cross, etc.”
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The Charseoker of This Oospsl.

Essentially the gospel of Christ consisds in glad tldings
nd ad ted to excite joy in all who receive them. Th ]
sufficient Sevieour for the self-destroyed, of perdon to the Justly conden neés aof deliver-
ance ¢ the captives, of h@n@r to the ¢ eﬁvaécfs of heopiness to the wreieched, snd of

everlesiing 1ife to those vho are dead in sin.

Titeral translsiion: Ticecording

which T wss anbrosted,.” Paxd is
bat what it ig sboubt -- YLhe zlery

guality, but iﬁs_cgﬁteﬂt I8 i
is to set Torth and male manifes
neh supremely havey Zod muet bet

g sert "thet Fis lovy may be in
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tut it is., He is happy end He mekes us hap pyx Ee yea?ﬁﬁ for the happinsss snd highest
well-being of His people, and hes expﬁesu,é Himself in ithe gift of Hig Son that this
ant may ve zocomplished,. He tekes pleaswre in the happiness of Els people, becsuse Le
loves them. Fe is happy thet He gave His Son to and for the vorld. The success of
Big gospel mekes Him hapny. The recepbion of the gospel has alwsys occasioned joy

and giaar ess. What other sounds ever vibrated upon mortal eavs like these; "The gospel
of the glory of the havpy Godt" How we wish we might hear thelr import fully unfolded

s

end theiy infinite worth cleariy statedl

It had a zlorious suthorship.

Brain of men i@ not devise ii, nor heart of men comceive it., Tt came not from man,
ot from Cod. It iz His movement %towards men. '"We love Him because He first Joved us.”

Before the beams of the first morning drove away the dariness, this gospel wes ordeined
in the wind of God.
It ig gloricus in 1lts content.

Tt is glorious in its cost.
(4=
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Tt is glorions in its wnfolding.
It is glovious in its achievemenis.
T4 treznsforms sirners imbo salnts and brings disciples to glory.
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The Custodians of This Gospel. .
t has pleaged cur lord to commit Eis gospel to His churches. They are the custodians
£ it. DBecause it is Fis gospel,; He is very jeslous of it, Hs waﬂta it kept vure,
He does nob waﬁt it mig@d with any of man's theories. He does ncl want it miwed with
T that kind. Uoe be 1t unbto the church which vreaches not

Making Christ known %o lost sinners is net the only task of Fis churches, bub it is
the primary task. The itrue mission of every Few Testament church is that of winning
lost souls to a ssving knowledge in Christ. Ye need = new concern for lest souls.

Onie weskness of our present-day churches is that we have delegsted soul-winning to the
preachers and a fey missionaries, In the early church at Jerusalem svery member wes

a soul-winner. The church members 414 not walt for the unsaved to come to the services
but they carried the gospel message to them. People will be saved in sny church that
uses this method. There is SDﬂ@tWiﬂﬂ serzovs?; wrong with sny Christian who is not
constantly working to geb people.to repent of sin and to secept Christ as personal

Sevicur B

Beware of ignoring the gospel,
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That is wha? meny sre doing - quletly and complacently sebtting
Deware of wundervaluing the gosnel.
Bewsre of perveriting the gospel.

Bevare of hindering the gospel.

*

Some churches are wrepped in carnsl security or in deadly formality. They encase the

gospel 2nd treat it as if it were a2 relic,

Beware of withholding the gospel.

Gospel was no mors designed to remain locked ud in the breast of its suthor thgm the
rays of light were intended to remsin in the body of the sun. That ite glad 4idings
might prodoce their designed effact, it was necessary that they should be made lknown.
Good news ought Lo be uoid to those wbeﬂ it most concerns. A cure for a dlgease ought
to be offered to thise who are suffering for lack of it. Weter ought not fo be keot
from those who are thirsty and Psmlsrlng@ Food ought not to be concealed from the
bungry. A way of escape ought to be poinlted out to the imperillied.

Man'e spiritual debtorship to the world knows no territorisl nor racisl nor social
boundsries. A1l the light we have we are under obl dgation to give, A11 the meroy
God has given us we ars undsr obligzation to pass on. All the ruth God has entrusted

to us ve are under obligsiion to hersld and to give to men out of Christ everywhere.
This obligetion knows no evasions nor exempbions nor substiivbes, nor doss it resvect
any barriers. We are trustees of the most sasered tressures God bhas ever given into
humen bands. We are the depositories of a holy and sacred trust. OGospel has not been
comuitied bo us for selfish consumpiion or se1fish distribution. Must distribute or

digpense it freely and unselfishly to a lost world. Pass on %o others light we have

received. Sharing the gospel is an inestimeble orivilege and an imperative duby.
Gospel is mol our private property. We are eupected to imearnaie 3%, live it; proecleim

it and reflect it wherever we zo. Program of ocur lord is that svervone shsll hesr i%.
) v R
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In earthly mstters you rank neglectful or freudulent trustess smong worst of men,

1 end wnfaithful as sbewards of gospel of glory of bapoy
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God? Cught 4o be falt o our brust. Besponsible for dispensing what lord hes

ey

» ho diresctions
faithfel. est vlace not give to brillilsnce
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Coan be Feithful and heer commendstion of ¥Mpster
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or to success, bub to fait
at end of way. Let Iord

only one life; 'Twill soor be pasi;
Oniy What's done for Chrigt will last.”




