DIVIDENDS GUARANTETD

"oy podlly exercise profiteth 1ittls: bub godlinmess is profitable wnbte 511 things, having
promise of the 1ife that pow is, znd of that which iz to come.® T Timothy 4:8.

Paul wes a men of adventurous spirit. He wes net av sthlete, but evervthing sthletic had
for him a grest ehsrs. From the sthlstic contests he drew mony of the most belling and
vigtlan life, He wreed an eguivelent In the lives of

thrilling illustretions of the Ok
young peovle vhich would m ;
Since 1ife is & grest game,
then conform to the rvles w hich resulete the same,
of suCcess ie Jarpgelr in the training.,

s iy heroie devobions in the srena or on the Pace course,
1f ope 18 to play Lt successfolly, he must prevsre for it and
Fyery sthlete knows that the secret

Ch&mwzlanntv has been and ig the grestest corfribultor ie civilization. Churches have been
and are the chief faetors in expressing, interpreting sud vrovegating Christian prineiples.
Christiapity is an sppesl to comaon sense. It asks owr scknoviedgment on the ground of
enlighbensd self-interesi, Iiving out Christlanm principles helps the progress of the

individusl, the commmudby, the state, the nalion and the world,

There are those who would contepd thet sodliness is weless. Freguvently sn honmeet men

sees g dishonest ome pass him in the race of life., Often s person atterpling teo practice

the Christien virtues of kindness, patience end forgiveness will meet those vho take advantage
of him becsuse he doez. & falthful Christian combaets those who make To nrwf@wsinn of
religion, snd they sppesr fo gzel along jvet ez well. That is ed to ask,

e the strugple worth-while? Does 10 vay to be & Chri YAl mhrwugh,t%e centuries

pecple have scked the euestion, "Will it pay? In our day thie ds & very cowmm guestlen,
Ovr modern 1ife is gesred to prolit and loss. Treanssctions sve made after the parties
corcernsd have convinoed Themselves thet 1t is te ilelr & -Wtageg ¥en hall at the
threshold of thelr wundertekings, enterorigses and dnvesin ard ask this pertiment
guestion, ™ill it pay?" s cuestion is vaiged Ty s1i ~”3gses, We want to know if we

will get a fair return for the thouchy, time, strenh

At the thresheld of the grestest of 211 investments, let us peuse and ask, "Dees it pay

to be s Christian?®® TFewl congidersd the Christian 1ife Prom ?he standpoint of the prefit
invelved. After some twenly wears in the Christisw Iife, Paul asked himself, "Hos my
Christisn life been a peving investnent? Then he answered %1& guestion in these memerable
words, ‘For bodily exercise profiteth 1ittle: bud ¢ & is profitable unto all things,
bav1n§ propise of the life that now i, end of thﬁf wimch i8 ta come” (I Timothy 4:8).

Ee admitted that there iz asope ﬂ?@“zﬂ i crerelse much more profit in spiritual
exercise. 1t bodily exercise ng oneself unto godliness
profits much more. :

I. Godlimess Pays In The Iife "hat Now Is.

1. Godliness pays physiceilv.
This does not mesn that being a Christisn will drive rheumatism frem the joints
and poison frem the bleocd., OGodliness will not streighten cpooked limbs or repair
defective testh., I1 will not heal diseases or restore & shattered,orgaﬂlsm Lo
perfert health., But ordinarily a Christian will live longer and be heppler, because
he lives & elean 1ife end possesses a veace of mind unknown to the world.

More then anythins slge sin andermdnes physical health. The Bible says, "Fear
the Iord snd devert from evil: it shall be health to thy navel snd merrow to thy
benes . ¥ The vromise here is that bodily healtl he the direct reverd of godliness,
ffictisls in all dmsurance compaples know Lo
and thervefore mekes the subliect a bebbter risk FQT ipsgrenee ., Codlinezs not oxiy
helps one vhysicall Wt 1t will also tell woon onets offevrinp. Medical scionce
confirms the teaching of the Bible that ™he s the Tather sre visited wupon
the children even %o the third and fourth gemeration.” Therefore, one lives in
at jesst four generstions.

living tends to lengthen 1ife
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Godliness is very helpful to the disposition. Tt both makes onme easier to live
with end sweeters cld sge. Vho are the happiest old people whom you know? They
are net the opes vho ¢ oppesed God in their lives, or have lived for themselves.
They are the ores whe have practiced godliness, They are the omes who have heeded
the injunction of Bryent:

[

"o ldve, that when thy summons comes to join

The ipmumerable caravan, which wmoves

To that mysterious realm, where each shall take

Hie chesmber 1n the silent hells of death,

Thow go not, like the gquarry-slisve st night,
voonrged to his dungeon, but, susteined and soothed
By en wnfaltering trust, appWOﬂwL thy grave,

like one who wraps the érapely'mi kis eouch

bbout him, end lies down to vleamsarnt dresms.m

Godliness pays finsmelzllvy.

Sin costs more than anything. If all people were godly, we could abolish velice
Torces, court cests, persl institulions and public almshouses, and thereby save
tremendous swums of monev.

Codlipess comiributes to scund finance and ecotomy, Many Christisns heve developed
babits of industry snd sconcwy which have ensbled them to enber upom careers of .
temporal presperity. are largely imdebisd to the grace of God for the material
blessings of life. Eest of #51l, the Christisn hss a clean heart znd a clear con-
science which ensble %uim to snjoy and asppreciate the good things he hss earnad

by his toil and faithiuwinesss.

Godliness encourages frugality. It inculcates high standards of living--industry,
thrif't, honesty, purity and compassion., Al11 of t&ese virtues are real assets

to one in the 1ife that now is. The banks, the offices, the business firms, the
educational institutions and the pulpits are not looking for drunksrds and debauchees.
Every inguiry of reference, where one has made application for a position, wantis

to kvow abeut the applicanis honesty, industrv, schbriety, menmer of life, atititude
ard willingness to eccopersie.

Godliness pays mentally.

The devout and praying man, who desires to kﬁov God's mind and to have revealed
unto him God's will, im erder that he mey conform therebte to the 1limit of his
ability, reaches heights which the ungedly ané prayerless man never reaches atb
all. A man who is right with CGod and godly im his living tekes the proper attitude
toward broken plans, or whetever comes and gees.

Gedliness gives one the abiding comfort of an ever-present Companien and Guwide,

On Boston Commons stands the statue of Phillins Brooks., Beside the great vreacher
is a statue of the Carist of the ages, Who czlled this great man inte serviee and
so mervelously used his grest talents. The hicdings of the power of Phillips Brooks
are revealed by the sculpler. It was the companienship of Christ. This is the
need of all of us, and is the obitainable boon and blessing in reach of all of us.

Many vears age, & distinguiched lawyer in Indisyepoliis departed this 1ife. At

thet time Benjamin Harrisern, who later became the twenby-third president of the
United States, wes a member of the bar in that city, and he was asked to deliver

an address at the fumeral service. Vhen he arose to spesk to the lawyers, and
others, assembled there, he said: "Gentlemen of the bar: Iast nipghit I was awakened
by my 1ittle daughter who had arisen from her bed and made her way across the

room and was stroking my face with her chubby bhands. When I asked her what she
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wanted, she said, 'Fapa, in the great big dark of the night I am lonely and afraid
unless I can touch you.' Gentlemen, in the great big derk of the world's night
of life's bereavemert, we are afraid unless we can reach out and toach God.®

The ever-present compenionship of Christ gives us sustaining comfort for every
hour of life.

Christianity makes 1ife betier and havpier., T elesnses the life and points the
pathway to harmeny with God's will, Some ome s=id theb "the maximmm schievement
of any wen’s life, after it is all ever, iz to have done the will ef God.® This
is the supreme thing in 1ife,

This profit from godliness may be experienced in the present, With great satisfaction
many Christians have discovered that Christianity is first of all for the here and
now. How readily though so many take thelr minds off the vresent! While we are young,
we daydream about the fubture. A4s we grow older, we reminisce about the past., Young
people long to be older, and cld people long to bhe young again. Tar too many wanb

4o live in the past.

To complain sbout the present is a peremnial and universal humen malady. Yet, complain-
ing about the times mever does snyone any geod, and rever solves a single problem.
Instead of complaining, we showld 4o our very best s correct the things that ave
wrong. We are witnessing & God-disheroring rash of criticism and complaint sbeut

too many things in the present. When were the times ever just right for asccomplishing
any great task? Ealph Welde IHnerson onee sald, "all times are good if we just knew
what to de with them.” Hard itimes vrewailed in 1776, but it was oul of such times
thet God produced men like Cecrge Washington, Benjsmin Franklin, Thomass Jefferson and
a host of others.

The present can and should be filled with faséinating and fruitful activities, The

study of spiritual fruth can be so profitsble, Dr. Willism Iyon Phelps said, "I

would rather have a knowledge of the Bible withoul a eollege educstion than te have
a ecollege education without a knowledge of the Blble. ILife comditioned and governed
by the eternal truths of God's Verd is profitablie.

Godliness is prefitable in sll zreas of the 1ife that now is. In whatever field a
man may work, if he is a godiy Christian, he is zr more effective, Is he a dector?
Then his impact on hwmanity is movre telling if he pracltices medicime for the glory

ef the Great Fhysician. Is he & Jawyer? Then ke is a mors usefunl ore if he practices
law for the glory of the Grest Advocate. Is he a merchant? a mechanie? a sclentist?
Then he is a much better ome in proportion to his lowalty te the Iord,

Godliness blesses any area of life., "In the home it is kindness., In business it is
honesty. In society it is courtesy. In work it is thoughtfulness. In play it is
fairness. To the wfortunate it is pity, To the weak it is help. To the wicked It
is resistance.”

Godliness Pays In The Iife That Is To Come.

When the hour of death comes, it will make all the difference whether or not one has
been a Christian., Tt will be far better to go like President MeKinley, singing. =
"Nearer My God To Thee," than to go like the noted irfidel who cried, "Oh God, if there
be a God, have mercy on my soul.®¥ It will be much belter to go like Dwight L. Moody
who said, "Earth is receding:; hesven is opening; I am going home," than to go like
another infidel who eried, "I am taking & fearful leap in the dark.® Other things

nay seem important o you now, but, when the hour of death comes, godiiness will be
the thing that counmts most.
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On June 6, 1799, Pstrick Fepry, the great patriot of eolenial times, lay dyine. The
physiclan came and exsmived him and then said, "I'm sorry, Mr. Henry, but there is
nothing that I esn do for you.” Patriek Hemry said, "ontor, do yom mean that T must
die?’ The vhysician said, "Yes, MVr, Henryg you are ghout to die.® Patrick Henry said,
foetor, 1f you will pet vonder chair and place it beside my bed and sit here, I will

show you how a Chrigtisn con die, ™

Hhen the sunt of Cipey Smith wes dying, she callsd Jiney to her bedside and said, "Gipsy,
I want you to tell the world that I have found Jesus ho be g2 rock in a vwesry Tana,

a shelter in the time of stern, and tell the people thet He does not forsake Fis follovers
when the hour of desth is mgem ﬁ%em.” When ene ﬁantemﬁlates the death of a Christian,

he is reminded of the vews ng words of Wesley concerning the death of Christisang

when he said, "Our peeple die well.” TYes, godliness peys in the gloom of the valley

of shadows. -

“‘31& religion that can glve
Syeetest pleagures while we live,
Tig religion must svpoly

Solld comfort when we die”

4

Godliness will pey im the life thsat is to come., One ape-long guesiion of mortal lips
has ever been, "What lice beyvond the samset*“ Chrisl enswered this guestior in
these immortal words, "My Father's House," Godliness is a guarantee of peace and
glery in the life whiek is to come,. Throngh Chiist we have the forgiveness of sins,
peace of comselence, joy of heart, satisfaction of scwl and the assurance of a home
in heaven. Through Him we heve the supply of evervy need in this vresemit world and
all of the blessings and Joys in the world to ecome. Truly, gedliness is profitable.

Tt pays to perve Jesws, It pays every day,

It pays every step of the wayv:

Theugh the pathwey to glory msy sometimes be drear,
Toutll be heppy each step of the way.®



