SHEPHERDING TEE FLOCK

I Timothy 5:1 - 632

This portion of the Epistle eontains specific directions to Timothy to assist him
in dealing with various classes of church members. It indicztes that in the course
of his pastoral work from time to time he would have to correct the faunlits of some
of the members of the church. '

The Christian religion is essentially a personsl thing. People become Christians
one by ome, but not long after they beceme the childrem of God they begin to realize
that Christianity has 2ll kinds of secial lmplications.

T. The 014 And The Young. b5i1l-2e

The term e¢lder here applies to the age of the older members of the congregation.

It sometimes becomes necessary o bring them to conviction feor their doing wronge.
The word rebuke, which is used here, 1literally measns to strike witk blows. Siunce
i% is used figuratively here, it means teo smite with words rather than with fists.
The Greek word which is here transiated rebuke means to bruise or beat with harsh
words, and is found only in this one place in the entire New Testament. He minister
should brow-beat or chastise with words the old people. 4 disrespectful,; roughshod
assault upon an older man by a minister who is younger merely lays the preacher open
te rebuke. There is no place for disrespect, even when a rebuke is warranted.

Instead of desling harshly with old pecple who need correction, they need to be
admonished, appesled teo, exhorted and entreated. People do not have the likerty to
do anything they please merely becaunse they are old, 0ld pecple are not to be per-
mitied to get away with their sins, but they should be treaited with respect. Timothy
was instructed te admonish an old man as if the old man wes his own father, and an
0ld women as if she were his mother. He was expected to intrest them teo do betlisr.
To correct onel's ewn father or mother woeld surely require a lot of grace and wisdom.

Timothy was instructed to desl with the younger men as if they were his own brothers
and the younger women as if they were his own sisters, for they really were his
brothers and sisters im the Lord. His pastoral care was to be exercised and per-
formed with such consideration for others as is proper iz s family. The young women
were te be guarded from unholy action or any breach of propriety. He should behave
&s he would want other men to act toward his om sister, or as he would act toward
his sisters

IT. Widows. 513-16.

The church was cbligated to give respect, honor and material support when needed to
those destitute women who really dessrved the name of widows. Widows indeed were
those who were genuinely destitute and without children or relatives to care for
and support them. They were to be honored, that is, treated with high regsrd and
great consideration, and net loocked down on beczuse they were poor. It is what a
person is, and not what he has, that is the proper geuge of homor or of dishonor.
Children and grandchildren should always discharge their cbligatien to care for
their forebears. Close relatives must relieve the church of any responsibility to
support their loved ones. The pastor must meke it known that fzilure to care for
one's own is & reflection upen the professed piety of those who call themselves
Christians. Christ alsc emphasized the importance of this obligation. Such filial
care is a reverent action and camnot be lightly treated by any son or daughter.
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It is a proper expression of gratiitude received from perents. Failure to assume

this responsibility is a denial of one's Christianity. Such denial places the
shirker in & position that is even worse than that of the unbeliever. It is worse

to claim to possess the truve teaciing and then flagrantly demy it than to make no such
elaim. Dven unbelievers assent in principle to the filial obligation referred to
here. The non-gupporter of his household is worse than gan infidel. Even atbeisis
would recognize the obligation of providing for their own. Becoming 2 Christian does
not relieve cne of responsibility, but it leads into am understanding of the claims
of responsibility. It is unthinkable that Christian morality should lag behind

pagan standards. '

Children and grandchildren should honmor their progenitors. That is their lirst
religious duty toward those who reared them. They should strive to make a real
return for all the care that was so lovingly bestowed upon them., Hany times children
are not inelined to provide for their needy parents. Sometimes it seems easier for
one poor father to support and rear ten ehildren than fer ten well~to-Go children to
provide for one poor father. But even if it means self-denial it mwst be done. It
should be done with gladness, in the spirit of leve and as a token of appreciztien
for that which the children themselves received from their parents. When childrem
honor their parents, their conduct is acceptable in the sight of God and His promise
is bound to be fulfilled.

The charo.ctemstlcs of & true widow who merits the support of the Lordis peop}.e
include the following:

(1) Sheis lef} entirely alone, withowt husband or family to support hers.
(2) She trusts in Cod.
{3) 8he lives & godly life.

¥Widows who live in pleasure are aolt the responsibility ef the church to suppert.-
To have pleasure in life is a legitimate and healthy thing, but to live for pleasure
is unworthy and wnhsalihy. Those who plunge inteo dissipaiion very clearly have no
claim en the support of & church.

Verses 9=10 refer %0 & special group of older widows, who Were evidently recruited
for special service. When a woman becomes a widow she frequently feels that the
bettom has dropped out of life, and now that her loved one is gone, she might her-
self just as well go for, to her, life is no longer worth living. Teo a Christian
widow in suech a frame of mind, it would come as 2 great surprise to learn, after
her grief was assuaged & 1ittle, that her life henceforth need not be the useless
thing thet she had surmised; that she should devote her remaining years to some
social ministry, she might be profitable to others, and take up life again and
spend it afresh for God in doing good to others.

Those to be admitted or enrollied in this group must be 8t least sixbty years of age,
must have had a married 1ife above reproach, must have had a repubtation for zood
works. They mmst have good reports in five areas of godly living -~ reared children,
entertained strangers, washed the feel of the saints, assisted the afflicted and
followed closely every good work. Those under sixzty years of age were not gualified
for this special service and should not be admitied.

It is not the will of God for young widows to get into the habit of idlsness. He
does not want them gadding about from house to house, engaging primarily in social
activities. He does not wani them to make a soeial affair cut of their assigznment.
He knows that if they sre idle they will soon become chatty and meddlesome. Instead
of being works they would become busybodies. The result would be that they would do
mere harm than good. :
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It was His desire Ior them to be happy in the fulfillment of their natural celling.
Therefore, He desired that when a good opporbunity presented itself for them to
get married in the Lord and maintain a home.

III. The Pastors. 5:17-25.

1.

2e

3

They are to be honored as the called of Sod, 5:17-18.

Those te be homored are those whe superintend well. Those to be honored are
those who are tolling in preaching and teaching. One homor goes to them because
of the position which they occcupy. The exira honor goes to those who serve with
distinction.

The labor of these men must be appreciated by the churches. MThou shalt not
muzzle the ox that tresdeth out the corn® (Deuteronomy 25:4). The reference is
to the common custom of threshing grain by causing the ox to trample it s0 as to
separate the wheat from the chaff. In the process the ox was allowed to satisfly
his hunger by eating some of the grain. Christ said, "The leborer is worthy of
kis hire." The double honor includes & preoporbionate increase in respect and
appreciation, which incliudes adequate remuneration for those who are faithful and
efficient in their ministrya ' '

Their characbers are to be guarded. 5:19-21.

There is always the possibility of his yielding tc temptation and falling into
gross sin. One does well to rewember the searching comment of the old preacher,
John Bradford, %o a friend, as he saW a manacled prisoner being led away: HThere
goes John Bradferd but for the grace of God.! There never comes & time when a
man can afford to cease being watchful, or io bypass the boundless stores of
grace which are availasble for the supply of the strength which he needs.

If they fall into sins which bring reproach unon the cause of Christ,; they should
be disciplined. Such discipline must aiways be founded on facts and never on
rumors. Ho charge must even be considered unless there are several witnesses on
which to base the accusation. - Such discipline must be administered without pre-
Judice or partiality. ‘

They are tc be ordained with great care. 5:122-25,
#lay hands hastily on no man.% This certainly refers to the ordination of
ministers. -

iet us note the admonition in verse 23. Drink no longer water does not mean
that Timothy waes to abstain altogether from water-drinking, but it means that

he was to cease doing so exclusively. Timothy's consumption of water only in
the countries through which he traveled had caused him to suffer, as much of

the water wes impure and contaminated. The native wines of that time, which were
guite different from the wines in this country today, were caleulated to correct
digestive disturbances to some extent at least. 4 little wine was o be used

as a medicine and not as a beverage. HNaturally, pecple would not drink medicine
as a beverage. This advice is not needed in the lands that have safe drinking-
watera.

let us now glance at verses 2k and 25. “Some men's sins are open before hand,
going before to judgment. Anyone can recognize them. The licentious livertine
soon bears in his body the evidence of his loose living. len cannot indulge in
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pernicious habits without their very appearance advertising their guilt. Their
evil behivior is manifested by every step taken; their sins are evidenced to all.
And judgment falls, in measure at least, upon- them even in this world.

Others may be just as wicked and just as godless along other lines, buit their -

sing are not of the character that affect their bodies to any great extent, and

s0 they are able to cover them ups They often go through 1ife hiding their wicked-
ness under & pretense of piety, but the day will ceme when all their sins will be
manifest. When they leave this world they will Fiad that their sins have followed
them to the judgment-bar of (od, and every transgression and disobedience will
receive a just recompense of reward. "“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: fer
whatsoever & man soweth; that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh resp corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit resp life everlasting® (Galatians 6:7-8).

We have the other side in verse 5: "The good works of some are manifest before-
hand.® There sre those Who have abundant opperiunity to do good to others, and
they take advantage of it and are lavish in their efforts to bless and help taeir
fellows.  They are rich in good works, and what wealth this isl Who would not
like to be rich in this sensel Nevertheless, they live their quiet, humble lives
in the fear of the Lord, seeking to do the will of God. When the day of manifesta—
tion comes anmd all believers stand a2t the judgment-seat ef Christ, everything will
come out, and the Lord will reward. everycre according te his own works.

IV. The Servantss. 6:1-2,

These servanbs were slaves. The Uhristian slaves of non-Christians were instructed
+o render full obedience te their masters. If they proved to be falthful and loyal
to their masters, they would thereby bring eredit to their 3Javicur and Lerd. If
they were csreless or insubordinate, or in any way wmsatisfactery, the heathen
masters would certainly credit their misconduct to Christianity. The Christian
slaves of feliew-Christians should meither claim sny indulgence or take any advantage
beecause they are just zs good and faithful Christians as their masters were. In
fact, they were instructed to meke a point of giving all the better service because
they both alike shared in the title of "faithful and beloved® in the Lord. Paul
rejoiced in regarding himself as the bondslave of Christ. 4s such, he had no will
of his own, noe belongings of his ewn, no program of his own, no cares of his own
and no suypplies of his own. Christ was all to Paul.



