THE SAIUTATION OF FIRST TINCTHY 1

I Timothy 1:1-2

ne of the most beautiful comradeships in history is that of Paul and Timobtiyy.

The Salubtation. I Timothy 1:l-2s

11 The -@.riter‘ 1:1o

It was customery among the Greeks im the Tirst century for the writer of a letter

to mention his own name first and then specify the person to whom it was addressed.
This Paul dié in the introduction of his first letter to Timothy. How did the writer
of this Bpistle designate himself?

(1)

(2)

(3)

By his names

He was known first by his Hebrew name, Saul. "An Hebrew of the Hebrews,® he
meintained his leve for his own peopls and his longing for their welfare throughout
his ministry. Wherever he went, he always attended the services in the synagogues.
His message was always "to the Jew Lirst.® By virtue of his being a Roman citizen,
Saul was given the name of Paul.

By bis office.

Pavl designated himself as "an annstle of Christ Jesus.® This designation marked
him as one of a seleet group. -The word Wapostle® means one who is sent away with
proper credentials to represent somecne else. The very word embodies the ides

of a divine voecation. Furthermore, an apostle was clothed with the autherity

of the One Who sent him.

A matter of paramount concern to any true minister of Christ is that of his c2ll
to the sacred office. This call consisis of a definite conviction wrought in the
heart of a man by the Spirit of God that it is his God-given duty and privilege
t0 devote himsell to the preaching of the gospel and to the care of sowls. Paul
never had any doubt as to his divimne call to the gleriocus ministry of Christ.

By his possessions.

a. God ocur Saviocur.
To God Panl ascribed salvabion. God the Father is the fountain of cur salvation
in all its phases. He planned and provided fer our spiritual deliverance. HFor -
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begetten Son, that whoseever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life® (John 3:16),
%But God commendeth hlS love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinmers,
Christ died fer us® {Romans 5:8). Christ's aeath on the cross was the greatest
expressien of the love of God toward us. YHerein is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for ocur
s*tus“ {1 John h:10). It is as our Saviour that we must first come to know
Hims He brings us parden for sin's guilt, cleansing from sin's stain, viectory
over sin's power and release from sin's domination. The word ¥Savicur? em—
phasizes our securibys

be Christ our Hope.
ILet me remind you that when the Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth not a
single friend of His ever addressed Him by His given name, Jesus. In every
case Le was addressed as Lord and Master. He comménded their doing so. He
‘gaic, WYe call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for sc I amt (Johm 13:13),
That fact should be significant and mesningful to us. :
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As God the Father is the fountain of our salvation, so Christ the Son is the
embodiment of owr hope. UChrist not only gives hope, but He is the very substence
of it. Vhat hope is there outside of the Lord Jesus Christ? There is infinite
and glorious hope in Christ, but apart from Him there is not & single ray of
hope thet has any value in it. Christianity is the only religion that has a
mezsage of hope. In Christ ie 2ll our hope. We expect and hope Lo see Him as

He is and 1o become like Him. What a glorious hopel

2+ The Addrescsee. l1:Zs.

3.

After sounding & note of suthority in connection with his apostleship, Paul sddressed
Timothy in & tone of true tenderness. He referresd to Timothy as his true c¢hild in
the sphere of the Cpristian faith.

On his first missionary jowrney Paul had visited Lystrzs, where lived a splendid family
congisting of a Creek and his Jewish wife and their son, Timethy. The name ¥Timothy™
is the transliteration of the Greek name made vp of the words, "ito honor® and fiGod.t
It means Whe who honors God.® Doubbless this name was given to kim in his very early
childhood by his mother Bunice or his grandmother Lois, both of whom were godly women.
Evidentiy it was their hLope and expeciaiion that with the proper fraining the boy
would grow up and exemplify the name which he bore. :

Paul¥s use of the term Webild" is an indication of his personal affection for Timobhy.
This degignation is a very happy one, for it combined two ideass W] have begotten
you," and ®You are very dear to me." UOf course; Timothy was not Paul's physical son,
for he had a Greek father. Having been brought te 2 saving kaowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ by Pawl, Timothy was the son of the ipostle in the realm of the Christisn
faithe. Therefore, he was very near and dear to Paul. There is always a close bend

of love betwsen any Cpristian and those whom he hes lzd to Christ as thelr Savicur.

If you are 2 Christizn and have never led & soul to Christ, you have missed one of
the greatest joys in this Iife. ‘

1t must be emphasized, however, that Paul was Timothy'e father in 2 szecondary sense
onlys God was his real spivituwal Father, bul Paul was the human channel throuvgh which
the gospel of Christ was communicated to Timothy, resvlting in his spiritual birth.

It is doubiful if Taul ever rendersd a finer service than when he landed Timothy in
the gospel nets

Timothyts spiritual life'was not illegitimaie. Taul rejoiced greatly in the fact
that Timothy was not merely & nominal believer in Christ, bul proved himself 10 be

a genuinely born-zgain child of God. Paul had meny converts who were not saved, but
Timothy was. Moreover, he had become one of Paul's traveling companions on his
second missionary journey, snd in that capacity had rendered service te him "like a
son to a father.®

The Greeting. ls2be.

Having been separated from Timothy for some time, Paul wrote and sent this tender
greeting to him whom he loved so dearly and devotedly. He longed for his friend fo
have three wonderiul blessings. He prayed earnestly that Timothy might receive and
enjoy "grace, mercy, peace from Ged the Father and Christ Jesus ocur Lord.n

Grace is a Iavor bestowed on someone who does not have sny claim upon the Giver.
Grace speaks of the oubtgoing favor of God. Gpace 1s one of the greatest words in the
New Testament, greater even than love, for grace is love in action, snd therefore
includes it. Gpece is the unmerited response of God to men's need. It is the
source of all spiritual life.
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In this verse Paul was not rsferring to the grace which saves, because the one to
whom he waes writing had been saved alrsady. He was anxious for Timothy tec have
the benefits of sanctifying and sustaining grace in 211 of the experiences of his
career, regardless of how trying some of them might be. Every Christian needs the
grace of God to sustzin him constantly.

This word ®“umercy" suggests Godls constant readiness and desire to forgive. lercy
twrns our thoughts upon the i1l desert of the recipient and uwpon the compassion of
Geds n account of daily shortcomings or failures, mercy is what every child of God
needs. In the consciousness of your need of mercy remember I John 1:9: WIf we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us ouwr sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness ¥

It is possible that this term "mercy" was used in this verse to stress the importance
of humility in the daily life and work of Timothy. While he was an ambassador of
mercy to others, he must never get to the place where he did not feel his own need
of mercye.

Peace suggests tiwe state of one who 1s reconciled with God. Peace is the outcome
of grace and mercy. Grace is the root and peace is the fruit. Peace is the experience
of a2 soul in harmony with God, ‘

God the Father is the fountain of grace, mercy and peace, Christ Jesus our Lerd is.
the dispenser of ithese great blessings, and believers in Christ are the recipients
of thems



